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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial Office action based on the application filed on February 25, 2004. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 14-19, and 21-23 are pending. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9-12, 14, and 15 have been amended. 

4. Claims 3, 13, and 20 have been cancelled. 

5. Claims 21-23 have been added. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

6. The information disclosure statement filed on February 25, 2004 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because a copy of a publication listed in the 
information disclosure statement is not provided. It has been placed in the application file, but 
the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised 
that the date of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission 
for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the 
statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See 
MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 14-19, and 21-23 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 
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• Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8-12, 14, 22, and 23 recite the limitation ''said programs." 
Applicant is advised to change this limitation to read "said plurality of programs" for the 
purpose of providing it with proper explicit antecedent basis. 

• Claims 6 and 7 depend on Claim 1 and, therefore, suffer the same deficiency as 
Claim 1. 

• Claims 15-19 and 21 depend on Claim 1 1 and, therefore, suffer the same deficiency 
as Claim 11. 

• Claims 1, 2, 6, and 9-12 recite the limitation ''said identifiers." Applicant is advised 
to change this limitation to read "said plurality of identifiers" for the purpose of providing 
it with proper explicit antecedent basis. 

• Claims 4, 5, 7, 8, and 23 depend on Claim 1 and, therefore, suffer the same 
deficiency as Claim 1 . 

• Claims 14-19, 21, and 22 depend on Claim 1 1 and, therefore, suffer the same 
deficiency as Claim 11. 

• Claims 2, 4-10, and 23 contain a typographical error: a colon (:) should be added 
after "further comprising." 

• Claims 2 and 12 recite the limitation "said application programs." Applicant is 
advised to change this limitation to read "said plurality of application programs" for the 
purpose of providing it with proper explicit antecedent basis. 

• Claim 4 recites the limitation "said vendor identifiers." Applicant is advised to 
change this limitation to read "said plurality of vendor identifiers" for the purpose of 
providing it with proper expUcit antecedent basis. 
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• Claims 4 and 14 recite the limitation "the vendor identifiers." Applicant is advised to 
change this limitation to read "the plurality of vendor identifiers" for the purpose of 
providing it with proper explicit antecedent basis. 

• Claim 11 contains a typographical error: "communications channel" should read - 
conmiunication channel — . 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Double Patenting 

8. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by muhiple assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection 
is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined 
application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined 
application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the reference 
claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re 
Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir, 1993); In re LongU 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re 
Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may 
be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting 
ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned 
with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the 
scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 
3.73(b). 

9. Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 14-19, and 21 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 14, 15, 17-20, 
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and 26 of copending Application No. 10/988,304 (hereinafter Application '304) in view of 
McLlrov et aL (US 6,701,521). 

Claim 1 of Application '304 is compared to Claim 1 of the instant application in the table 
below. The only additions to the claim in Application '304 are the limitations: 

- connecting the program store location and the host system by a communication 
network; and 

- downloading said selected program from the host system to the target system. 
McLlrov et al. disclose: 

- connecting the program store location and the host system by a conmiunication 
network (see Figure 9A)\ and 

- downloading said selected program from the host system to the target system (see 
Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer 
system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable computer system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate connecting the program store location and the host system by 
a communication network; and downloading said selected program from the host system to the 
target system into the instant application. The modification would be obvious because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to conveniently exchange data and information 
between a host computer and a target computer using a communication interface (see McLlrov et 
gL-Columnl: 40-43). 
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Copending Application 10/988,304 


Instant Application 10/786,823 


1 . A method of downloading a program from 

in n inrooi ciyc/z^ftt Qf^iH rnptVirtH pnrnnriQino* 


1 . A method of selecting a program for 
dnwitlnnd ftnwt a. hoKt svKtem to a target 
system^ said method comprising: 


Sionng a piuraiiiy ui prugronia ai uic yrugrurn 


storing a plurality of programs at the host 


Storing a plurality of identifiers at the program 
^fnrp inmfinn with each of at least some of 

said identifiers being associated with at least 
one of said programs; 


storing a plurality of identifiers at the host 
system, with each of at least some of said 
identifiers being associated with at least one of 
said programs; 


CUIlQCCllUtl XmmK pi <tUl 3iUI V IUVAI>1U1J <tUU 




the host system by a communication 




connecting the host system and the target 
system by a communication channel; 


connecting the host system and the target 
system by a communication channel; 


sending an identifier from the target system to 
the host system over the communication 
cnannei. 


sending a hardware identifier and a vendor 
identifier from the target system to the host 

GVQtprn ovpr trip f*rimnniimpfition pnJinnpl* 


receivmg saia iaeniijier as a receivea 
idpntifipr at the host svstem* 


receiving said hardware identifier and said 
vendor identifier at the host system; and 


employing said identifiers and said received 
identifier to select one of said at least one of 
said programs for download as a selected 
proeram from the program store location to 
the host system; and 


employing said identifiers and said received 
hardware identifier and said received vendor 
identifier to select one of said at least one of 
said programs for download fi'om the host 
system to the target system. 


downloading said selected program from the 




host system to the tareet system. 



Claim 1 1 is a system claim corresponding to the method claim above (Claim 1) and, 
therefore, is provisionally rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of Claim 1 . 



Copending Application 10/988,304 


Instant Application 10/786,823 


1 1 . A system for downloading a program, said 
system comprising: 


1 1 . A system for selecting a program for 
download, said system comprising: 


a program store location including a memory 
storing a plurality of programs, said memory 
also storing a plurality of identifiers, with each 
of at least some of said identifiers being 
associated with at least one of said programs; 


a host system including a memory storing a 
plurality of programs, said memory also 
storing a plurality of identifiers, with each of at 
least some of said identifiers being associated 
with at least one of said programs; 


a host system: 
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a target system including an identifier. 


a target system including a hardware identifier 
representing said target system and a vendor 
Identifier representing a vendor associated 
with said target system; 


a communication network connectins said 
nrocram store location and said host 
system; 




a communication channel connecting said host 
system and said target system; and 


a conununications channel connecting said 
host system and said target system; and 


a loader routine adapted to execute at said host 
system, communicate with said oro&ram 
store location through the communication 


a loader routine adapted to execute at said host 
system, communicate with said target system 
through the communications channel, request 


networks corhmunicate with said target system 
through the communication channel, receiye 
said identifier as a received identifier from 
said target system over the communication 
chaimel, employ said identifiers from said 
program store location and said received 
identifier to select one of said at least one of 
said programs for download as a selected 
program from said program store location to 
said host svstem. and download said selected 
program from said host system to said 
target system. 


and receive said hardware Identifier and said 
vendor identifier from said target system over 
the communication channel, and employ said 
identifiers and said received hardware 
identifier and said received vendor identifier 
to select one of said at least one of said 
programs for download from said host system 
to said target system. 



Claim 26 of Application '304 is compared to Claim 1 of the instant application in the 
table below. The only additions to the claim in Application *304 are the limitations: 

- storing a program loader at the program store location; 

- download said selected program from said destination system to said target system; 

and 

- enabling communication of the program loader from the program store location to 
said destination system over said conmiunication network. 

McLlrov et al disclose: 

- storing a program loader at the program store location (see Figure 9A: 950)\ 
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- download said selected program from said destination system to said target system 
(see Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer 
system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable computer system, and 

- enabling communication of the program loader from the program store location to 
said destination system over said communication network (see Column 17: 52-58, "... 
application description 1030 can be communicated by portable computer system 1020 directly to 
WWW server 910 via a wireless connection 930 or a wired connection 940 ... 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate storing a program loader at the program store location; 
download said selected program from said destination system to said target system; and enabling 
communication of the program loader from the program store location to said destination system 
over said communication network the instant application. The modification would be obvious 
because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to conveniently exchange data and 
information between a host computer and a target computer using a communication interface 
(see McLlrov et al. - Column 1: 40-43), 



Copending Application 10/988,304 


Instant Application 10/786,823 


26. A method of enabling download of a 
program from a program store location for a 
destination system, said method comprising: 


1 . A method of selecting a program for 
download from a host system to a target 
system, said method comprising: 


storing a plurality of programs at the program 
store location. 


storing a plurality of programs at the host 
system. 


storing a plurality of identifiers at the program 
store location, with each of at least some of 
said identifiers being associated with at least 
one of said programs; 


storing a plurality of identifiers at the host 
system, with each of at least some of said 
identifiers being associated with at least one of 
said programs; 


storins a Drofiram loader at the Drocram 




store location; 
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adapting said program loader to execute at 
said destination system, communicate with 
said program store location through a 
communication network, 


connecting the host system and the target 
system by a communication channel; 




sending a hardware identifier and a vendor 
identifier from the target system to the host 
system over the communication channel; 


receive an identifier as a received identifier 

from a target system, 


receiving said hardware identifier and said 
vendor identifier at the host system; and 


emplov said identifiers from said program 
store location and said received identifier to 
select one of said at least one of said programs 
for download as a selected proeram from said 
program store location to said destination 
system^ and 


employing said identifiers and said received 
hardware identifier and said received vendor 
identifier to select one of said at least one of 
said programs for download fi'om the host 
system to the target system. 


download said selected pro&ram from said 
destination system to said tarcet system: 
and 




enabling communication of the nrogram 
loader from the program store location to 
said destination system oyer said 
communication network. 





As per Claims 2, 4-10, 12, 14-19, and 21 of the instant application, the limitations in 
each of these dependent claims are also recited in Claims 2, 4-10, 12, 14, 15, and 17-20, 
respectively, of Application *304. 



This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 1 . Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 14-19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 11 recite the limitation "at least some of said identifiers." The term "some" 
is a relative term, which renders the claims indefinite. The term "some" is not defined by the 
claims nor does the specification provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would not be able to reasonably determine the scope of the invention. 
In the interest of compact prosecution, the Examiner subsequently does not give any patentable 
weight to this limitation for the purpose of further examination. 

Claims 2, 4-10, and 23 depend on Claim 1 and, therefore, suffer the same deficiency as 
Claim 1. 

Claims 12, 14-19, 21, and 22 depend on Claim 1 1 and, therefore, suffer the same 
deficiency as Claim 1 1 . 

Claim 19 recites a Markush group, where members are being "selected from the group 
comprising a workstation, and a personal computer." However, it is improper to use the term 
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"comprising" instead of "consisting of." Ex parte Dotter, 12 USPQ 382 (Bd. App. 1931). Thus, 
the ahemative expressions present uncertainty or ambiguity with respect to the question of scope 
or clarity of the claims. See MPEP § 2173.05(h). In the interest of compact prosecution, the 
Examiner subsequently interprets this Markush group as reading "selected from the group 
consisting of a workstation, and a personal computer" for the purpose of further examination. 

Claim 22 recites the limitations "said second wireless communication port" and "said 
wireless communication vendor." There are insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in 
the claim. In the interest of compact prosecution, the Examiner subsequently interprets these 
limitations as reading "a said second wireless communication port" and "a wireless 
communication vendor," respectively, for the purpose of further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

13. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14-19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by McLlrov et aL (US 6,701,521). 
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As per Claim 1, McLlrov et al. disclose: 

- storing a plurality of programs at the host system (see Column 19: 21-23, "... 
applications are located at application source 915 (e.g., a site on the WWW) ... ")\ 

- storing a plurality of identifiers at the host system, with each of at least some of said 
plurality of identifiers being associated with at least one of said plurality of programs (see 
Column 10: 44-57, 'The file link configuration database 324 is linked to the file sharing 
manager 322 and specifies, for a particular database, its source file, category information, and 
the frequency of update for the database. ")\ 

- connecting the host system and the target system by a communication channel (see 
Column 10: 64-66, "... portable computer system 100 can be interfaced with computer system 
342 using a wireless (e.g., radio) connection. *')\ 

- sending a hardware identifier and a vendor identifier from the target system to the 
host system over the communication channel (see Column 12: 30-37, "The application 
description can also contain information identifying the version of the application of interest, the 
name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying information. Column 12: 
45-47, "... portable computer systems 920, 922, 924 and 926 can also communicate their 
hardware and software attributes to software manager 950. "); 

- receiving said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier at the host system (see 
Column 13: 4-6, "... portable computer systems 924 and 926 can also communicate information 
identifying their hardware and software attributes to software manager 950. ")\ and 

- employing said plurality of identifiers and said received hardware identifier and said 
received vendor identifier to select one of said at least one of said plurality of programs for 
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download from the host system to the target system (see Column 18: 1-5, "... a specification 
1040 comprising application description 1030 and the hardware and software information is 
used by software manager 950 to locate application source 915, or to locate application 1050 
within application source 915. " and 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and stored in 
memory of computer system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable computer 
system. 

As per Claim 2, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. ftuther 
disclose: 

- employing as said plurality of programs a plurality of application programs (see 
Column 19: 21-23, "... applications are located at application source 915 (e.g., a site on the 
WWW) ... 

- including an application loader at the host system (see Figure 9 A: 950); 

• requesting said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier from the target system 
by said application loader over the commxmication channel (see Column 13: 4-6, "... portable 
computer systems 924 and 926 can also communicate information identifying their hardware 
and software attributes to software manager 950. ")\ 

- receiving said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier at said application loader 
(see Column 13: 4-6, "... portable computer systems 924 and 926 can also communicate 
information identifying their hardware and software attributes to software manager 950. '7; 

- determining that said received hardware identifier and said received vendor identifier 
match one of said plurality of identifiers and responsively selecting one of said plurality of 
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application programs (see Column 18: 1-5, "... a specification 1040 comprising application 
description 1030 and the hardware and software information is used by software manager 950 to 
locate application source 915, or to locate application 1050 within application source 915, ")\ 
and 

- downloading said selected one of said application programs over the communication 
channel from said application loader to the target system (see Column 18: 10-13, "... 
applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then 
subsequently accessed by a portable computer system. 

As per Claim 4, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. further 
disclose: 

- storing said hardware identifier for the target system with said vendor identifier at the 
target system (see Column 12: 25-28, "The application description beamed from portable 
computer system 990 contains information sufficient for identifying and locating the application 
of interest, either locally or on the WWW. **)\ 

- requesting said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier firom the target system 
by the host system over the communication channel (see Column 13: 4-6, "... portable computer 
systems 924 and 926 can also communicate information identifying their hardware and software 
attributes to software manager 950, '')\ 

- employing a plurality of vendor identifiers and associating one of said plurality of 
vendor identifiers and at least one hardware identifier with each of said plurality of programs at 
the host system (see Column 18: 1-5, "... a specification 1040 comprising application 
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description 1030 and the hardware and software information is used by software manager 950 to 
locate application source 915, or to locate application 1050 within application source 915. 

- determining that said received vendor identifier matches one of the plurality of 
vendor identifiers (see Column 21: 64-67 through Column 22: 1-3, "... using the applications 
and attributes information 1230, software manager 955 can automatically search application 
source 915 to identify updated versions of the applications, components, objects or files 
currently installed on portable computer system 1220 and compatible with the hardware and 
software attributes of portable computer system 1220. ")\ and 

- determining that said received hardware identifier matches said at least one hardware 
identifier associated with said one of the plurality of vendor identifiers and responsively 
downloading said selected one of said programs over the communication channel from the host 
system to the target system (see Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and 
stored in memory of computer system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable 
computer system. Column 21: 64-67 through Column 22: 1-3, "... using the applications and 
attributes information 1230, software manager 955 can automatically search application source 
915 to identify updated versions of the applications, components, objects or files currently 
installed on portable computer system 1220 and compatible with the hardware and software 
attributes of portable computer system 1220. 

As per Claim 5, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 
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- storing said hardware identifier for the target system with said vendor identifier at the 
target system (see Column 12: 25-28, ''The application description beamed from portable 
computer system 990 contains information sufficient for identifying and locating the application 
of interest, either locally or on the WWW, '*)\ 

- storing a program associated with said hardware identifier at the host system (see 
Column 19: 21-23, "... applications are located at application source 915 (e,g, a site on the 
WWW) ... 'V; 

- requesting said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier from the target system 
by the host system over the communication channel (see Column 13: 4-6, "... portable computer 
systems 924 and 926 can also communicate information identifying their hardware and software 
attributes to software manager 950, 

- associating a vendor identifier and at least one hardware identifier with each of said 
plurality of programs at the host system (see Column 12: 30-37, "The application description 
can also contain information identifying the version of the application of interest, the name of the 
application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying information, Column 12: 45-47, "... 
portable computer systems 920, 922, 924 and 926 can also communicate their hardware and 
software attributes to software manager 950. 

- determining that said received vendor identifier has a predetermined value (see 
Column 12: 30-37, "The application description can also contain information identifying the 
version of the application of interest, the name of the application, the vendor *s name, or other 
such identifying information. 'V; and 
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- downloading said program associated with said received hardware identifier over the 
communication channel from the host system to the target system (see Column 18: 10-13, "... 
applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then 
subsequently accessed by a portable computer system, 

As per Claim 7, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. further 
disclose: 

- associating a vendor with the target system (see Column 12: 30-37, "The application 
description can also contain information identifying the version of the application of interest, the 
name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying information. 

- employing said vendor identifier, which identifies said vendor (see Column 12: 30- 
37, ''The application description can also contain information identifying the version of the 
application of interest, the name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying 
information, 

- storing a program associated with said hardware identifier at the host system (see 
Column 19: 21-23, "... applications are located at application source 915 (e,g, a site on the 
WWW) ...";;and 

- failing to find said received vendor identifier at the host system and responsively 
downloading said program associated with said received hardware identifier over the 
communication channel from the host system to the target system (see Column 18: 1-5, "... a 
specification 1040 comprising application description 1030 and the hardware and software 
information is used by software manager 950 to locate application source 915, or to locate 
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application 1050 within application source 915. " and 10-13, "... applications may be 
downloaded and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a 
portable computer system, 

As per Claim 8, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. further 
disclose: 

- downloading said selected one of said at least one of said plurality of programs over 
the communication channel from the host system to the target system (see Column 18: 10-13, 
"... applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then 
subsequently accessed by a portable computer system. '') \ and 

- loading and executing said downloaded and selected one of said at least one of said 
plurality of programs at the target system (see Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be 
downloaded and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a 
portable computer system, 

As per Claim 11, McLlrov et al. disclose: 

- a host system including a memory storing a plurality of programs, said memory also 
storing a plurality of identifiers, with each of at least some of said plurality of identifiers being 
associated with at least one of said plurality of programs (see Figure 8: 342; Column 10: 44-57, 
'The file link configuration database 324 is linked to the file sharing manager 322 and specifies, 
for a particular database, its source file, category information, and the frequency of update for 
the database, 
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- a target system including a hardware identifier representing said target system and a 
vendor identifier representing a vendor associated with said target system (see Figure 8: J 00; 
Column 12: 30-37, "The application description can also contain information identifying the 
version of the application of interest, the name of the application, the vendor's name, or other 
such identifying information. Column 12: 45-47, "... portable computer systems 920, 922, 924 
and 926 can also communicate their hardware and software attributes to software manager 
950. 

- a communication channel connecting said host system and said target system (see 
Column 10: 64-66, "... portable computer system 100 can be interfaced with computer system 
342 using a wireless (e,g, radio) connection. 'V; and 

- a loader routine adapted to execute at said host system, communicate with said target 
system through the communication channel, request and receive said hardware identifier and said 
vendor identifier from said target system over the communication charmel, and employ said 
plurality of identifiers and said received hardware identifier and said received vendor identifier 
to select one of said at least one of said plurality of programs for download from said host system 
to said target system (see Figure 8: 322; Column 18: 1-5, "... a specification 1040 comprising 
application description 1030 and the hardware and software information is used by software 
manager 950 to locate application source 915, or to locate application 1050 within application 
source 915, " and 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer 
system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable computer system. . 
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As per Claim 12, the rejection of Claim 11 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 

- wherein said plurality of programs are a plurality of application programs; and 
wherein said loader routine is an application loader routine adapted to request said hardware 
identifier and said vendor identifier fi-om said target system over the conmiunication channel, 
receive said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier, determine that said received hardware 
identifier and said received vendor identifier match one of said plurality of identifiers and 
responsively select pne of said plurality of application programs, and download said selected one 
of said plurality of application programs over the communication channel to said target system 
(see Column 13: 4-6, "... portable computer systems 924 and 926 can also communicate 
information identifying their hardware and software attributes to software manager 950, 
Column 18: 1-5, "... a specification 1040 comprising application description 1030 and the 
hardware and software information is used by software manager 950 to locate application 
source 915, or to locate application 1050 within application source 915, " and 10-13, 
applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then 
subsequently accessed by a portable computer system, Column 19: 21-23, "... applications are 
located at application source 915 (e.g., a site on the WWW) ,./'), 

As per Claim 14, the rejection of Claim 11 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 

- wherein said loader routine is further adapted to employ a plurality of vendor 
identifiers, request said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier from said target system 
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over the communication channel, receive said hardware identifier and said vendor identifier, 
associate a vendor identifier and at least one hardware identifier with each of said pluraHty of 
programs, determine that said received vendor identifier matches one of the vendor identifiers, 
and determine that said received hardware identifier matches said at least one hardware identifier 
associated with said one of the vendor identifiers and responsively download said selected one of 
said plurality of programs over the commimication channel to said target system (see Column 12: 
30-37, "The application description can also contain information identifying the version of the 
application of interest, the name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying 
information, Column 13: 4-6, "... portable computer systems 924 and 926 can also 
communicate information identifying their hardware and software attributes to software 
manager 950. Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and stored in memory 
of computer system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable computer system, 
Column 21: 64-67 through Column 22: 1-3, "... using the applications and attributes 
information 1230, software manager 955 can automatically search application source 915 to 
identify updated versions of the applications, components, objects or files currently installed on 
portable computer system 1220 and compatible with the hardware and software attributes of 
portable computer system 1220. 

As per Claim 15, the rejection of Claim 11 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 

wherein said vendor identifier is associated with a wireless communication vendor; 
and wherein said target system includes a first wired conununication port adapted to 
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communicate with said conununication channel, and a second wireless conmiunication port 
adapted to commimicate with said wireless commxmication vendor (see Column 12: 30-37, "The 
application description can also contain information identifying the version of the application of 
interest, the name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying information, 
Column 8: 18''23, "... the communication interface 180 is a serial communication port, but could 
also alternatively be of any of a number of well-known communication standards and protocols, 
e,g, parallel, SCSI (small computer system interface), Firewire (IEEE 1394), Ethernet, etc, " and 
48-52, ''In one implementation the Mobitex wireless communication system is used to provide 
two-way communication between computer system 100 and other networked computers and/or 
the Internet via a proxy server (see FIG. lA). 

As per Claim 16, the rejection of Claim 11 is incorporated; and McLlrov et ah et al. 
further disclose: 

- wherein said target system is a mobile electronic device (see Column 6: 53-54, 
"Portable computer system 100 is also known as a palmtop or palm-sized computer system. 

As per Claim 17, the rejection of Claim 16 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 

- wherein said mobile electronic device is a handheld electronic device (see Column 6: 
53-54, "Portable computer system 100 is also known as a palmtop or palm-sized computer 

system. 
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As per Claim 18, the rejection of Claim 17 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 

- wherein said handheld electronic device is a wireless handheld electronic device (see 
Column 6: 53-57, ''Portable computer system 100 is also known as a palmtop or palm-sized 
computer system. " and "... portable computer system 100 has the ability to transmit and receive 
data and information over a wireless communication interface (e,g,, a radio interface). 

As per Claim 19, the rejection of Claim 11 is incorporated; and McLlrov et ah et al. 
further disclose: 

- wherein said host system is selected from the group consisting of a workstation, and a 
personal computer (see Column 9: 63-66, "... an exemplary host computer system 342 (e.g., 
desktop computer system 56 or laptop computer system 58 of FIG, IB) '*), 

As per Claim 21, the rejection of Claim 18 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 

- wherein said vendor identifier is associated with a wireless communication vendor; 
and wherein said wireless handheld electronic device includes a first wired communication port 
adapted to communicate with said communication channel, and a second wireless 
communication port adapted to communicate with said wireless communication vendor (see 
Column 12: 30-37, 'The application description can also contain information identifying the 
version of the application of interest, the name of the application, the vendor's name, or other 
such identifying information. Column 8: 18-23, "... the communication interface 180 is a 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/786,823 Page 24 

Art Unit: 2191 

serial communication port, but could also alternatively be of any of a number of well-known 
communication standards and protocols, e.g., parallel, SCSI (small computer system interface), 
Firewire (IEEE 1394), Ethernet, etc. " and 48-52, "In one implementation the Mobitex wireless 
communication system is used to provide two-way communication between computer system 100 
and other networked computers and/or the Internet via a proxy server (see FIG. lA). "), 

As per Claim 22, the rejection of Claim 18 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et aL 
further disclose: 

- wherein said selected one of said at least one of said plurality of programs is adapted 
to enable wireless communication between a second wireless conmiunication port of said 
wireless handheld electronic device and a wireless communication vendor (see Column 8: 48-52, 
'*In one implementation the Mobitex wireless communication system is used to provide two-way 
communication between computer system 100 and other networked computers and/or the 
Internet via a proxy server (see FIG. lA). "), 

As per Claim 23, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et ah et aL 
further disclose: 

- employing a wireless handheld electronic device as said target system (see Column 6: 
53-57, "Portable computer system 100 is also known as a palmtop or palm-sized computer 
system. " and "... portable computer system 100 has the ability to transmit and receive data and 
information over a wireless communication interface (e.g., a radio interface). 'V; 
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- associating said vendor identifier with a wireless conununication vendor (see Column 
12: 30-37, "The application description can also contain information identifying the version of 
the application of interest, the name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such 
identifying information. 

- downloading said selected one of said at least one of said plurality of programs over 
the communication channel from the host system to the wireless handheld electronic device (see 
Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer 
system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable computer system. and 

- loading and executing said downloaded and selected one of said at least one of said 
plurahty of programs at the wireless handheld electronic device to communicate with said 
wireless communication vendor (see Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded 
and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable 
computer system, *'). 

Claim Rejections '35 use §103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 6, 9, and 10 are rejected xinder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McLlrov et aL (US 6,701,521) in view of Chen et aL (US 6,496,979). 
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As per Claim 6, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. further 
disclose: 

- associating a vendor with the target system (see Column 12: 30-37, ''The application 
description can also contain information identifying the version of the application of interest, the 
name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying information. ")\ 

- employing said vendor identifier, which identifies said vendor (see Column 18: 1-5, 
"... a specification 1040 comprising application description 1030 and the hardware and 
software information is used by software manager 950 to locate application source 915,, or to 
locate application 1050 within application source 915, "j; 

- storing a program associated with said hardware identifier at the host system (see 
Column 10: 44-57, 'The file link configuration database 324 is linked to the file sharing 
manager 322 and specifies, for a particular database, its source file, category information, and 
the frequency of update for the database. and 

- failing to find said file at the host system and responsively downloading said program 
associated with said received hardware identifier over the communication channel firom the host 
system to the target system (see Column 18: 10-13, "... applications may be downloaded and 
stored in memory of computer system 342, and then subsequently accessed by a portable 
computer system. 

However, McLlrov et al. et al. do not disclose: 

- storing said plurality of identifiers in a file at the host system. 
Chen et al. disclose: 
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- storing said plurality of identifiers in a file at the host system (see Column 14: 39-45, 
"The user interface 163 includes a list 165 of available application programs stored as 
application setup package files in the store 8 with suitable identifiers 167 ... 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Chen et aL into the teaching of McLlrov etal. 
et aL to include storing said plurality of identifiers in a file at the host system. The modification 
would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide 
persistent storage of information. 

As per Claim 9, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et aL et al. further 
disclose: 

- associating a version number with each of said plurality of programs (see Column 12: 
30-37, 'The application description can also contain information identifying the version of the 
application of interest, the name of the application, the vendor's name, or other such identifying 
information. '*)\ 

- associating one of said plurality of identifiers in said file at the host system with one 
of said plurality of programs having said version number for said one of said plurality of 
programs (see Column 13: 22-29, "... the version of the software elements (e,g, the application 
itself or files, components or objects for the application) that is compatible with the hardware 
and software attributes of portable computer systems 920, 922, 924 or 926 is retrieved from 
application source 915 based on the application description received from portable computer 
system 990, 
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- updating said file to associate said one of said plurality of identifiers with a new 
program, which is different than said plurality of programs, and which has a new version 
number, which is different than said version number (see Column 14: 41-53, "... software 
manager 950 can automatically install the latest version of the application, component, file or 
object, "y); and 

storing said new program at the host system (see Column 18: 10-13, "... applications 
may be downloaded and stored in memory of computer system 342, and then subsequently 
accessed by a portable computer system. 

However, McLlrov et al. et al. do not disclose: 

- storing said plurality of identifiers in a file at the host system. 
Chen et al. disclose: 

- storing said plurality of identifiers in a file at the host system (see Column 14: 39-45, 
**The user interface 163 includes a list 165 of available application programs stored as 
application setup package files in the store 8 with suitable identifiers 167 ... 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Chen et al. into the teaching of McLlrov et al. 
et al. to include storing said plurality of identifiers in a file at the host system. The modification 
would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide 
persistent storage of information. 

As per Claim 10, the rejection of Claim 1 is incorporated; and McLlrov et al. et al. 
further disclose: 
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- determining that one of said plurality of identifiers matches said received hardware 
identifier and said received vendor identifier (see Column 18: 1-5, "... a specification 1040 
comprising application description 1030 and the hardware and software information is used by 
software manager 950 to locate application source 915, or to locate application 1050 within 
application source 915. 

However, McLlrov et al. et al. do not disclose: 

- determining that none of said plurality of programs corresponds to said one of said 
plurality of identifiers and responsively displaying an error message at the host system. 

Chen et al. disclose: 

- determining that none of said plurality of programs corresponds to said one of said 
plurality of identifiers and responsively displaying an error message at the host system (see 
Column 10: 53-60, "... if the user first attempts to install the setup package file for the city, 
Seattle, without first installing the map viewer, the ''init" function determines that the map viewer 
is not installed and displays an error message, possibly providing information on where the user 
can obtain the map viewer 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Chen et al. into the teaching of McLlrov et al. 
etal. to include determining that none of said plurality of programs corresponds to said one of 
said plurality of identifiers and responsively displaying an error message at the host system. The 
modification would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
provide the user with useful information regarding the error (see Chen et al, - Column 10: 53- 
60), 
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Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Qing Chen whose telephone number is 571-270-1071. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
The Examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Zhen, can be reached on 571-272-3708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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